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the Second Sunday of Lent
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Gathering Song

Preparation

We sing as a way of engaging our voices, imaginations, words, and desires in the 
worship of God. We sing together,  to God and to each other, because of our calling 
to be a people joined together in Christ.

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest;
to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory;
to all who sin and need forgiveness;
to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;
to whoever will come – this church opens wide her doors
and welcomes you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome
We’re glad you are here. If you are visiting with us, please take a mo-
ment to fill out a “Connect Card”, available in a seat-back near you 
or online using this QR code. We would love the chance to connect 
with you and help you know more about our community.
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Be Thou My Vision    

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art;
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word,
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord.
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always!
Thou and Thou only first in my heart;
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High King of Heaven, my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

Dallan Forgaill (8th century), Irish folk melody
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An Invitation. The Call to Worship is sometimes called the Invitation to Worship. 
As we shuffle through the doors on Sunday morning, we come to a Gospel-feast, 
invited by Jesus Christ. But not only does He offer the invitation, He also pays the 
cost of admission through His life, death and resurrection. And so we are honored 
guests, welcomed in and responding to this incredible grace. Come, let us worship 
our Savior, Jesus Christ! 
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Song of Praise

Call to Worship

from Psalm 117

Leader: Praise the Lord, all nations!
              Extol him, all peoples!
All:        For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
              and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
              Praise the Lord!

Steadfast     

I will build my house, whether storm or drought,
On the rock that does not move.
I will set my hope in your love, O Lord
And your faithfulness will prove You are steadfast, steadfast.

By the word you spoke, all the starry host
Are called out by name each night.
In your watchful care I will rest secure
As you lead us with your light. You are steadfast, steadfast.

I will not trust in the strength of kings
On your promise I will stand.
I will shout for joy,  I will raise my voice,
“Hallelujah to the Lamb!” You are steadfast, steadfast.

In the moment of emptiness, all was fulfilled.
In the hour of darkness, Your light was revealed.
In the presence of death, Your life was affirmed.
In the absence of holiness, You are still God.
You are steadfast, steadfast.

Sandra McCracken, Leslie Jordan, Josh Silverberg (2016)
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Why do we confess sin? Worship both draws us to God and reveals where we are 
distant from him. Throughout Scripture, when people see or experience God they 
are faced with the reality of their own brokenness and shame.  Likewise, we con-
fess our sin, as a community and individually. 

Our Father, forgive us
For thinking small thoughts of you
And for ignoring your immensity and greatness.

Lord Jesus, forgive us
For forgetting that you rule the nations
And our small lives.

Holy Spirit, forgive us
For quenching your power and squandering your gifts.

We confess that our blindness
To your glory, O triune God,
Has resulted in shallow confession, tepid conviction, 
And only mild repentance.

Have mercy upon us
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

** time for silent confession**

Song of Lament
Have Mercy (Psalm 51)
Have mercy on me, Oh God.
Have mercy on me, Oh God.
I am calling on Your kindness
In accordance with Your love;
Have mercy on me, O God.

I know, God, that I have sinned,
It’s You I have sinned against.
Would You blot out my transgressions?
Would You come now and forgive?
I know, God, that I have sinned.

Oh, oh, oh, a broken, contrite heart You will not turn away.
Oh, oh, oh, Lord open up my lips that I might sing Your praise.
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Passing of the Peace

Words of Forgiveness

Romans 8:38-39

We are not alone.The Bible teaches that Jesus understands what it is to be hu-
man. Because He was fully man, He is compassionate and merciful toward us in 
our sin and failures. But not only can He sympathize with us, Jesus also has set us 
free from the power of sin by his death and resurection.

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things pres-
ent nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.

The ”passing of the peace”:  As recipients of God’s grace, we gladly receive peace 
from Him. In response to His grace, we also extend that grace to one another 
with a handshake or a hug. Traditionally, Christians have greeted one another 
during this time in the service with the phrase, “May the peace of Christ be with 
you” and receive back the greeting “And also with you.”

God, wash me as white as snow
And carry Your lost child home.
Come create in me a clean heart,
Come and break this heart of stone;
God, wash me as white as snow.

Restore to me the joy of my salvation,
Renew in me a willing heart.
And I will sing in praise of Your redemption,
And I will sing your mercy, God!

Caroline Cobb (2021)

Giving of Tithes & Offering
If you are a guest, please feel no obligation to give. Giving is for the members and 
regular attenders who desire to give to God and His church so that we can be a 
blessing to Him and our community in even greater ways.  

Ways to give: You may drop a check or cash in the offering plate, 
give online at hopechapelgreensboro.org/give, or give through 
Venmo to @HopeChapel (note: contributions made through Ven-
mo are not receipted for tax purposes).
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Scripture Reading
Acts 9:1-31
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Da-
mascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached 
Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to 
the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are 
to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the 
voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes 
were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him 
into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 
drank.

Song of Praise & Thanksgiving
Responding to grace: After being reminded of God’s lavish grace and love toward 
us, we respond by celebrating with singing.

Behold     

The empty filled, the wounded healed, the broken back together.
The poor are blessed, the weary rest, we will dance forever.
The blinded see, the chained are free, the doubtful now believer.
The outcast known, the orphan home, You are my Redeemer.

Behold, behold, behold what love can do!
Behold, behold, He’s making all things new!

The lost return, the voiceless heard, the mourner now rejoicing.
The mountains shake, the world awake, creation all composing.
The sad untrue, the earth renewed, the song has found its singer.
The darkness light, the dead alive, You are my Redeemer.

We’ve been struck down, we’re not destroyed,
We’ve sown in tears, we’ll reap in joy.
We’ve been struck down, we’re not destroyed,
We’ve sown in tears, we’ll reap in joy.
My eyes are open!

Taylor Leonhardt (2020)
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10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for 
behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay 
his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 
14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name be-
fore the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16 For I will show him how much he 
must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And 
laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the 
road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with 
the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he re-
gained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened.

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he proclaimed 
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all who heard him were 
amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called 
upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before 
the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the 
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.

23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot became 
known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, 25 but his 
disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him 
in a basket.

26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were 
all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him 
and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the 
Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of 
Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name 
of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking 
to kill him. 30 And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea 
and sent him off to Tarsus.

31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being 
built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
multiplied.
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What Is Communion?  What we do during communion isn’t merely a symbolic act 
or a remembrance—it’s more than that. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 teaches us that we 
are actually communing with Christ Himself as we partake of the elements.  We 
mysteriously “participate in the body and blood” of Jesus.  As we take communion, 
let us remember that Christ is spiritually present in a special way for us in this 
sacrament.  Let’s enjoy the feast!

If you are not a follower of Jesus or are not prepared to share in the meal, please 
feel free to not participate and instead spend this time in prayer (“Prayers for Re-
flection” are included in this worship guide).  We hope this time is helpful to you as 
you consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with his people, the church. 
PLEASE NOTE:  All bread is gluten-free.

Communion

Communion Litany
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Minister:   The Lord be with you.    
All:     And also with you.

Minister:   Lift up your hearts!         
All:     We lift them up to the Lord!

Minister:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:    It is right to give Him thanks and praise, 
    joining our voices with Your people on earth 
    and all the company of heaven, 
    who forever sing to the glory of Your Name.

Minister:  Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith:
All:    Dying, You destroyed our death; 
   rising, You restored our life.
   Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Sermon

Chris Horne is Campus Minister with Reformed University Fellowship at Wake 
Forest University. This sermon is part of a series called “Witness: The Movement 
Continues”, where we are studying the book of Acts and its call to cultivate sha-
lom. For past sermons, please visit our website.

“Witness to Saul”
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Prayer for Those Searching 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim 
is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. 
Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful I ever before be-
lieved, but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 
thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering 
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I 
turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and my Lord. Amen.

Prayers for Reflection

Minister:   Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us.
All:     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

             ** institution of the elements **

Minister:   These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
All:     Thanks be to God!

Minister:   Merciful God, pour out Your Holy Spirit 
    on these gifts of bread and wine, that in eating and drinking 
    we may be made one with Christ and one another.
All:    Amen.

Minister:   Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, now and forever.
    As our Savior taught us, so we pray,
All:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
    Your kingdom come, Your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven.
    Give us today our daily bread.
    Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
    Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
    For Yours is the kingdom, the power,
    and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may 
turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and faithfully follow you in 
life. Amen.            
                                               

Prayer for Renewal and Commitment
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism, to love God and neigh-
bor, and to a life of committed discipleship in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, to pursue forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and peace, and to live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.

Grace Upon Grace

In every station new trials and troubles
Call for more grace than I can afford.
Where can I go but to my dear Savior,
And mercy that pours from boundless stores?

Grace upon grace, every sin repaired,
Every void restored, you will find him there.
In every turning He will prepare you with grace upon grace.

He made a way for the fallen to rise
Perfect in glory and sacrifice.
In sweet communion my need He supplies
He saves and keeps and guards my life.

To thee I run now with great expectation
To honor you with trust like a child.
My hopes and desires seek a new destination
And all that You ask Your grace will provide.

Sandra McCracken (2005)
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Community Life

Blessing & Sending

Financial Update

Online giving is available on our website:  www.hopechapelgreensboro.org/give
We also accept donations via Venmo: @HopeChapel.

Gifts can be placed in the offering 
plate on Sundays or mailed to:
     Hope Chapel
     908 N. Josephine Boyd St
     Greensboro, NC 27408

Given Last Week:                   $3,251
Required to date:             $116,920
     (Jan. 1 - Feb. 26)
Given to date:                       $86,312      
Over/[Under]                   [$30,607]
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Sending Song

Minister: May our Faithful God, 
                 who has promised never to leave or forsake you, 
                 fill you with all joy and peace in Christ, 
                 so that you may overflow with hope 
                 by the power of the Holy Spirit.
All:           Amen.
Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:           Thanks be to God!

All Must Be Well

Through the love of God our Savior, all will be well.
Free and changeless is His favor, all is well.
Precious is the blood that healed us, perfect is the grace that sealed us,
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us, all must be well.

Though we pass through tribulation, all will be well.
Ours is such a full salvation, all is well.
Happy still in God confiding, fruitful if in Christ abiding,
Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding, all must be well.

We expect a bright tomorrow; all will be well.
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, all is well.
On our Father’s love relying, Jesus every need supplying,
Yes in living or in dying, all must be well.

Mary Bowly Peters (1847), Matthew Smith (2007) 
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